COLONIAL INDIANS, NOTl!

Transvaal is a Crown Colony? If the local Government lias not the courage 9
to do justice^ it will be for it a safe escape out of doing wanton injustice'
to accept the proposal of the British Indian Association and to allow Law 3
of 1885 to remain as it is, pending introduction of Responsible Govern-
ment.
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423. COLONIAL INDIANS, NOTE!
Herr Adolph Stein speaks as follows of the trials of the German soldier:
The lack of railways (in South-West Africa) has made it impossible for
bigger supplies to be taken to the front and the troops have been on short rations
since the beginning of the campaign which has now continued for two years
and a half, The men have been without bread and salt for months together
and there have been times when they have lived on the flesh of mules. These
mules which -were intended to drag the artillery had to be slaughtered
to supply the starving soldiers with rations. The men have frequently fought
or marched for forty hours without a drop of water or other beverage. Their
uniforms are torn to shreds and have been replaced by all sorts of odds and ends
of clothing, giving the troops a shabby appearance. Their shoes are worn out
and have been replaced by sandals made from the hides of slaughtered oxen.
Notwithstanding all these hardships, the troops have performed their duty without
flinching*
There is a world of meaning to be read into these sentences by Indians
in South Africa and particularly those who have been born and bred in
this sub-continent. It must be remembered that these soldiers are, some
of them, drawn from men ordinarily engaged in civil occupation. No
country has become great without its inhabitants undergoing hardships
and self-sacrifice. We often talk of the disabilities of British Indians in
South Africa and we have a right to complain about them and to seek
redress, but, as an esteemed friend wrote in these columns-a few months
ago, salvation of British Indians will ultimately have to come from within,
and that will only be done when the rising generation of Indians recognise
their communal duty and are prepared to undergo trials and difficulties
even as German soldiers are now doing in South-West Africa.
Indian Opinion, 1-9-1906